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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claims 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, it is unclear how the type of sheet in these claims 
further limits the structure of the sheet feeder set forth in independent claims 4 and 9 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 3-4, 8-9 and 1 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Japanese Publication No. 7-76438. 

Regarding independent claim 4, Figs. 1-7 show a sheet feeder (including 2 and 
10) in an image forming apparatus (1) including 

a manual sheet supply unit (11a) to supply a special sheet and an ordinary sheet, 
wherein the special sheet is stiffer and smaller in size than the ordinary sheet; 
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a conveying member (21) to convey the special sheet and the ordinary sheet 
supplied from the manual sheet supply unit (1 1a) toward an image forming process unit 
(e.g., an image recording part in the English Abstract); and 

a sheet guide (30) provided between the manual sheet supply unit (11a) and the 
conveying member (21), having special sheet ribs (Figs. 5 and 6) to control both sides 
of the special sheet that is inserted and guided by the special sheet ribs (Figs. 5 and 6), 
and to guide the ordinary sheet by passing the ordinary sheet on an upper surface of 
the special sheet ribs (Figs. 5 and 6), wherein the sheet guide (30) further has a 
pressing member (50) between the special sheet ribs (Figs. 5 and 6) that supports a 
side of the ordinary sheet by pressing (Fig. 6), and descends by a weight of the special 
sheet when the special sheet is inserted between the special sheet ribs. By controlling 
the surface of the sheet in contact with the ribs, the whole sheet (i.e., both sides of the 
sheet) can be controlled. Regarding the recitation "a pressing member between the 
special sheet ribs that supports a side of the ordinary sheet by pressing, and descends 
by a weight of the special sheet when the special sheet is inserted between the 
special sheet ribs", this bolded portion of the recitation has not been given any 
patentable weight in view of MPEP, section 2115. Likewise, the recitation of the special 
sheet being suffer and smaller than the ordinary sheet has not been given any 
patentable weight in view of MPEP, section 2115. Specifically, MPEP, section 21 15 
states that, "[inclusion of material or article worked upon by a structure being claimed 
does not impart patentability to the claims." See MPEP, section 21 15. Thus, it is the 
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examiner's position that all of the features of claim 4 are disclosed in Japanese 
Publication No. 7-76438. 

Regarding independent claim 9, Figs. 1-7 and the previously mailed detailed 
description of Japanese Publication No. 7-76438 disclose a sheet feeder in an image 
forming apparatus (including 2 and 10) including 

a manual sheet supply unit (11a) to supply a special sheet and an ordinary sheet 
on a manual sheet supply tray (inside 11a), wherein the special sheet is stiffer and 
smaller in size than the ordinary sheet; 

aligning rollers (21 in Fig. 21 and numbered paragraphs [0005] and [0009]) to 
align leading edges of the special sheet and the ordinary sheet supplied from the 
manual sheet supply unit (11a) and convey in the image forming direction (Fig. 7); and 

a sheet guide (30) provided between the manual sheet supply unit (11a) and the 
aligning rollers (21), having special sheet ribs (Figs. 5 and 6) to control both sides of the 
special sheet and to guide the ordinary sheet by passing the ordinary sheet on upper 
surfaces of the special sheet ribs (Fig. 6), wherein the sheet guide (30) further has a 
pressing member (50) between the special sheet ribs (Figs. 5 and 6) that supports a 
side of the ordinary sheet by pressing, and descends by a weight of the special sheet 
when the special sheet is inserted between the special sheet ribs. As mentioned above, 
with regard to the recitation "a pressing member between the special sheet ribs that 
supports a side of the ordinary sheet by pressing, and descends by a weight of the 
special sheet when the special sheet is inserted between the special sheet ribs", 
this bolded portion of the recitation has not been given any patentable weight in view of 
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MPEP, section 2115. Likewise, the recitation of the special sheet being stiffer and 
smaller than the ordinary sheet has not been given any patentable weight in view of 
MPEP, section 2115. Specifically, MPEP, section 21 15 states that, "[inclusion of 
material or article worked upon by a structure being claimed does not impart 
patentability to the claims." See MPEP, section 21 15. Thus, it is the examiner's 
position that all of the features of claim 9 are disclosed in Japanese Publication No. 7- 
76438. 

With regard to independent claims 4 and 9, even if the above noted operation of 
the pressing member according to the fed sheet is considered to have patentable 
weight, it is the examiner's position that Japanese Publication No. 7-76438 meets such 
limitations. In particular, Figs. 1 and 6 show the orientation of the pressing member (50) 
relative to the guide path for the sheets. When a sheet is conveyed by conveying 
member (21), such sheet will be inserted between the ribs (Fig. 6) and will move the 
pressing member (50) to the left in Fig. 1 . In other words, the pressing member (50) will 
descend relative to the guide path (20) when such sheet is inserted between the ribs. 
The force applied to the sheet that causes the pressing member (50) to descend is 
equal to the mass of the sheet times the acceleration of the sheet (F = ma). The mass 
of the sheet is directly related to the weight of the sheet (i.e., W = mass x gravity). As 
such, it is the examiner's position that the pressing member (50) between the special 
sheet ribs (Figs. 5 and 6) supports a side of the ordinary sheet by pressing (Fig. 6), and 
descends by a weight of the special sheet when the special sheet is inserted between 
the special sheet ribs, as claimed. 
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Regarding claims 3 and 8, Figs. 1 and 7 show that the manual sheet supply unit 
(11a) supplies the special sheet and the ordinary sheet in a horizontal direction, and the 
(conveying member (21)/aligning rollers (21)) convey the special sheet and the ordinary 
sheet in a vertical direction. 

Regarding claims 11 and 12, MPEP, section 2115 states that, "[inclusion of 
material or article worked upon by a structure being claimed does not impart 
patentability to the claims." See MPEP, section 21 15. As such, no patentable weight 
has been given to the special sheet being claimed as a postcard. As such, it is the 
examiner's position that all of the limitations of claims 11 and 12 are met by Japanese 
Publication No. 7-76438. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Japanese Publication No. 7-76438 as applied to claims 4 and 9 
above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,102,393 (Kida et al.). Japanese 
Publication No. 7-76438 discloses that the pressing member (50) is made from plastic 
film, but does not specifically state that the pressing member (50) is polyester film. 

The Kida et al. patent discloses that it is well known to provide a paper-handling 
device with paper guides (72) that are flexible, in that they are made from Mylar. 
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Moreover, the dictionary definition of "Mylar" is "A trademark for a thin strong polyester 
film". See page 780 of Webster's II New Riverside University Dictionary. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, to provide the 
apparatus of Japanese Publication No. 7-76438 with a pressing member made from 
polyester, to ensure that the pressing member has sufficient flexibility characteristics, as 
taught by Kida et al. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3-5 and 8-10 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (571) 272-6951. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

04/24/2006 
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